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what these pages have shown, that though when, confidentially   CHAP,
approached he seemed easily entangled, he could, not be netted. v
His policy in this case was cooler than his Leicester speech. ^T- 63>
With the gift of simplification which distinguished him amongst
the statesmen of his time, he kept his mind upon, the great
alternative in foreign affairs. Definite security for Britain, must
be found by settlement with Russia and Prance if Germany
proved, more aggressive than reliable. But with all the tenacity
of his nature he preferred the pact with Berlin. We shall see
him making one more effort. No man on either side, then or
after, worked harder to avert an Anglo-German catastrophe.